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manTangatiuaziuiuanansoalenuaurauniio vl Winduws M §5anneanNa uazAn

UNUI

' a £ .
#uFuwn (Phenazepam) tfusnguivulaloszdluduiinaangnsuiu (long acting
benzodiazepines) NHgn3lANEITNUANINLANAD 5-Aryl-1, 4-benzodiazepine Wutdenfuenaiulvg)
\J dgl d‘ Qo’ 1 dﬂ' = 41' n . .
Tunguil (mui 1) sangnanassuulszamaiunan N¥a3anduy Wy Fenazepam, Bonsai, Bonsai
Supersleep, Fenaz, Solviet Benzo tHudu weenfianwailundndznnsivandanass ludindu lafise

Y 4 a a Y 1 a aa Yy v A a Y 1 a aa
azaneladlumaalswasu (20 Taansuaaiiadans) azaneladnisaluemusa (0.2 JadnSunaliadans)

e laiazaalusin®

H O
N
Phenazepam

B =N gasluana : C, H, BrCIN,O wialuiana : 349.61 g/mol
r #amMawAd : 7-Bromo-5-(2-chlorophenyl)-1, 3-dihydro-2H-
1, 4-benzodiazepin-2-one

CI Melting point : 225-230°C

d‘ ¥ = = =
MAN 1 g@lﬂtﬂ'ﬂﬂi'}ﬁ'ﬂ’]ﬂ (ANYDIWINAULWY

Aalng aaﬂqwg?laqmﬁa &I benzodiazepine receptor agonist M GABA receptor MU
Iﬁmfﬁ?u waz chloride channel {Wayl# chloride ions L“fll'lvl‘lﬂulfﬁaa{mﬂ%u (A9 hyperpolarization a2
fudsmarhmihileaadussamens 9@ Wesdhgiemeaznussduiunguwaludangege fna 1.5 - 4
il AedienaTeiioaseniszana 60 Halas

HunFuwadofuenilonngnduse (potent drug) lasfianuusennniy diazepam 5-10 ¢
ijaLﬁ'wz;is'wmmmﬂﬁlﬂuuﬂmLﬂuaﬂiﬁaaﬂqwéﬁﬁwﬁmﬁa 3-hydroxyphenazepam Uaguiuiildmamsunng
wwgluaniusiziades lumaihtaaimsiandne usulindu emstn suuuundssamiildlums
Msunwndda elouna 0.5 waz 1 TadNTN WazeNFOVING 0.1% Uaz 0.3% wazuruulzimiia Taasulszmu
efinnsaay 0.5 faandu Jues 2-3 A% USinaengeaaliasiiu 10 fadndudety wdddlaildfumssansy
Tilgmamsunngluanigawsim annzeaning uaswne 1 Usena mumalszndlng® 2

idlasnnuaesenfunduwinhldiiemsiauaaearsuel wauedudugy Sedimsblu1Flumed
fio wuannlussmeuouglsasTuan Mndulduwivmeludianigawsnm dumnwumsmnemdumadidia
aluglsy andgaudm 1nwd vdsihfuoud  Hduvswwdenniuiudnlne® dnvazussnihinld
Tdun we e viamsazans wuiimahanlflumsiialdvassuuuy wu Sutssmu 3o gaoy wuluthn
wlsfmii vdamuvmantin® uannniifinFunadadunifinsnumslimifunnann Wemneiivne
AU aniinasiulSinuenemem  wazilasnnenaangnsd lidiawdeawenieauld
FainUSinaenfvineauieis Teswmzdianiuammesiasaiuiia@sugnsty asnhldietym
msldniiunnalang® © mmslifalssasduasindune ou gydsemunsshihame ndwilavhou
Tassanuiu dnfu Juauluanudouszdime waludides unaszun e Tdgmlunamsedn
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namsmala mﬂ(ﬁ'%uaﬂuwmﬂgw%ﬂ%’s’mﬁumﬁaamqw%nmxuuﬂsxama’aunzmﬁ'u 7 1y enlungu
Tatliaad (opiates), enlunguunsdnse (barbiturates) w3auaanadaa (alcohol) ananaszuumelauas
lddedinle neilknemilfian de 2 -10 Fadniuwiaannn uazananuiisvasemaaldsuenluud
5 U UazdNUDN 3 FUmH > ©

finsnumsldfndunalumsiiiolunmeUsand wu Ussmailuwaudwumsldasusnlud a.e.
2003 lunguautusaiignivlugamdusnlaslddaenaangnd (Driving Under the Influence of Drugs;
DUID) l,l,agwumﬂﬁ"huﬁ’um‘?‘iaanqw%(nswj'uisuuﬂszmmuLﬁmmms%'ﬂwmﬂﬂu(” Frulsenasiiou
Til a.61. 2000 wumslddnFuwaauidumne fa 100-600 dadndudaiu genhunaen@a 500 o
uiefisne® sungaaninsnunenumsldaseusnlul a.a. 2000 auhineImsin waziiaIngy
atnailudl a.a. 2010 Teswugihadhsumsinnannmsldendusmnenmsns® wazlull e.6. 2011
GufinsnumsdeiiennmslEfndunuiueng wezanenuas The National Forensic Laboratory
Information System (NFLIS) Wumsﬁlﬁﬂm%uwﬂuaw%ﬁam'%n*nmé?miﬂ A.6. 2008 MU 3 Y UL
Lﬁ'ugqﬁutﬂu 97 98 Tudll a.6. 2011 waz 64 M lull a.6. 2013 wazdinenumsldanainan Mauu 31
3837 Aauad A.a. 2008-2013 1Y 284 118

msunsszinesasmslifunumalumsiiialuvansysama wuhessnandndvglugluuuenide
wiaws mlustuuusnderiiwuluavnaaianing wasuil a3 vieouaudinfusandody 9 vy
Synthetic cannabinoids finuluiiuuaud fhuaus uazimualad®® :Insreauees Advisory Council on
the Misuse of Drugs (ACMD) Tuill a.d. 2009-2011 wuaasnanlindunylulszinadinguuaziad
118 A S1UTIN 23,000 e wasilunlinhuuadiviuanniunn® wasanenuuas Scottish Crime
and Drug Enforcement Agency (SCDEA) wuzasnaniindunslulsanaananuaud 103 a6 uu
59 260,000 L6 UBNNNTEIWUNARTRITaITURINFLNN TN TNz unsszne I luvaneUsane was
fnuadiiagidunni®

dusuluem@uny (Nimetazepam) ﬂ%aﬁmluwyj@%’ﬁa Happy 5 Five-five ua¢ Erimin 5
éa"mLﬂumﬂa:NLuuiﬁlma:%ﬂuﬁﬁﬁﬂaanq*n%mnmq (Intermediate-acting Benzodiazepines) §9t@51z%
duaSuanlulszmadiu awed e 1964 TFlumsmsuwnditathiioemsueuliviu Snwasiing
dulngfuenfionanuunddugoy munihidysnuoiiams wazdiey 028 Bneuningiay UTTAK
wnainladuas-asgfiflen wwsaz 10 150 vuwsUSs Erimin s® vnawfioas 5 fadn3u hminmisdeidio
Uszanas 180 fiaansn msldlumsiiiednldusuueanagediliideamsiaanily waniueniivhlivau
waannmsldemhviesnd Fufluennssdulszam lulssndlngluwonuwadaduingoangndlutsuam 2
munsznsTnaingaengnideiauazlszam w.a. 25180 uazandoyamsnsIfigay Erimin 5°
FBaNTHINNMFEAIMsunngaauatl .. 2550-2558 uannnaTanuiulummIunuud ganuasngy
wulglaazdluddau 9 Aldianauny lun loaduns (Diazepam) wazluasnFuws (Nitrazepam)
anene

dayamsnsiaigaizasnanluadenania zaensadineneaasmsunngUszant w.e. 2556-2558
nusw 85,102 madn wuiiluiogeangnd 1,140 ded Tegiagasngniiiasawuanniigads s
Tunguuilslaasdtiud snnu 981 dhathe viadaliudoeas se.0 apsingeangniiiasawy Tasaslungy
mu‘[%lﬂax%ﬂuzfﬁwumsﬁmﬂﬁ”lumqﬁﬁﬂmnﬁqmﬁa daUslauan (Alprazolam) S8984N1AB
lTutuamBuny (Nimetazepam) laa13unwy (Diazepam) a8a513uwy (Lorazepam) LAauZuwy
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(Clonazepam) Win@uws (Phenazepam) wazau q aefludasazwasiotheinnanuulyloazdtiug
80.6, 6.8, 6.5, 2.3, 1.4, 0.9 WAL 1.5 MNAAU LA8AIDENIYDINGN Erimin-5% Aanaieneiaaudtl w.e.
2556 — 2558 av1awuuluwmBuwa 66 Graehe I 7,985 ia huinsn 1.517 Alandy wazasrAny
Fhudlinduwa 9 §eene 911U 3,205 e NWINTIN 0.659 Alanu
WUINNMIATIINGIULBNAN B VBINANENTNAAOIN Scientific Working Group for the
Analysis of Seized Drugs (SWGDRUG) Recommendations ld'ﬁmumlj”é’qf:ﬁa msmmﬁgwﬁmﬂ
ldmadiadszion A laun dunsusesilnlaswms wiauaasunlasiuns azdasldineiiauszian B wu
udalasaninnnd Tasnlounsuriiefinun wiawmeiiadszwon C wu UfAsemsiied saanhilawaean
Tnslulaum3 swaeageios 1 malla wiansailileldinalialssinn A azeasldadniiag 3 wneila
Togazaauiumaiiaussian B laeenin 2 maiin®® uaz@mn Recommended Methods for the
Identification and Analysis of Barbiturates and Benzodiazepines under International Control 284
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime §35msuazdayanamsnsaigazasarsiunguivulyloas
Fluduiu 33 wila mramaiiaae 9 Wy Ufnsemaied vislasinlanndl wiaawnlnslnlawns
uimiidslinsauaquilinguny Funaiaiitexlslumsasivfignilendnvaiasnanmawiomniigade
manaseudeaufalasninnnil-usaanloswnd mnudhAsitenuamangag lasdayamsnaa
Agaiiinguwaluddssmaindumsanawvenilinguwsluideaniataansegiawefiunng
AFETIN MIBNFNAUTUTD waznWUMSIENENTINFUWNINAUNEY
aglsianugslinudayansunsszunevasenilinduwinnauludszmalng Juildaounsa

g

WgIEN 1 210781aMI0INIANEH Uz TNATTIUNEUTY UsznaufuaoIuasiangala 1

{ oo

w3asfiauazgunsaliiuand iy msdwnzdiniludalddayamAenzdnnuaamaiia taanugneas
Y & a o o & Ay de o o & N s A & a ad

wazlidulymunmenivue dmunuideitEwenay leeliiagussadiiaudmidunauuazinaiinis
a P a o I PR Y) o P = = AN v P b v

asangalene g Mmhlugmstiuduenanvalzesiindunluzesnanilasuwasiuvmnhiumsunsssung

2 d g v Yo a P v a s R v <
HINYU LWE]Lﬂuﬂay‘aiﬂﬂuaﬂjuﬂijawgﬂuau ) 11/1’:1’13{1‘50613’3?\]1/\@‘1%‘1‘!LtaﬁﬁﬂmuwavlﬂBEINQ‘ﬂGlmLLa::S’Jmi’J

MaE
o~ = ] oy v e < Y o v & o
Winduwagluvuilionanuwuudduaay unihiidyansaliams wazday 028 BNMUNINILGY 5
WUSIUERNAaAN LadLae-azgiitien wieaz 10 e vuwkIuds Erimin 5° Jumsuanil AAA5000AAA

Fuiinuaog 2015.08.28 naennUsznadlu lasunnaaiinagssmaelng Huou 2,940 Lie

ww3asiiauazgunsel
- Electronic analytical balance néailga 6 ALV
- Thin-Layer Chromatography Apparatus : TLC tank 2u1@ 27.5 X 27.5 X 7.5 L[UALNAT,
silica gel GF254 precoated plate 2U10 20 x 20 WUALNAT, microcapillary tube 211a 10 lulA5anS
- Spectrophotometer
- Gas Chromatography - Mass Spectrometer Tmﬂﬁamazmsmaaué’qﬁﬁa
Column: Agilent HP-5MS capillary column 30 m X 0.25 mm, Film thickness 0.25-um
Carrier gas: Helium at 1 ml/min, constant flow
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Identification of a Newfound Sedative Drug of Abuse: Phenazepam Napapha Sirisupakritkul et al.

Oven: Initial 50°C for 2 min then 20°C/min to 320°C for 10 min, Run time 25.5 min
Injection: volume 1 ul, Split ratio 50:1
Detector: MS scan in EI mode, range 40-550 m/z

- Fourier Transform Infrared Spectrometer

d131033 U

.

a a £ .
Phenazepam (Composynth/Canada) JUNna® 200906118 ANNUIFNG 99.42%, Nimetazepam

9

A,

(TRC/Canada) S;uﬁwam 21-AZC-7-1 @ANUUIGND 98%, Nitrazepam (BDN Working Standard for
identification) Lawﬂmuquqmmw WS N39-1/55, Diazepam (DMSc Reference Standard) Laﬂﬂmuqu
AMUNN 02B54103 mmu‘%qw%( 989.6 mcg/mg

GREGEY

a’lﬁLﬂﬁ‘ﬁ'L‘ﬂu AR grade Usznaume Platinic chloride, Potassium iodide, Hydrochloric acid
(35-38% w/w), Formaldehyde solution (37-40% w/v), Concentrated sulfuric acid, n-Hexane,
2-Propanol, Ammonia solution (25-30% w/w), n-Heptane, Chloroform, Ethanol

aswadiifidly IR grade 1@ud Potassium Bromide

Purified water

ABMIEITNUEINATAU
Acidified iodoplatinate solution*
azae platinic chloride 0.25 N3N Waz potassium iodide 5.0 5N Ui 100 NaddasuazLAN

hydrochloric acid 5 §838¢3

Formaldehyde-sulfuric acid*"

Uwe formaldehyde solution 6 §adans avlu concentrated sulfuric acid 4 §addns 1
I@ﬂﬁ'ﬂmﬂﬂmmjﬂuﬁguniﬂ wehlighfunaznliiiiy ssazareiedoulaasls uddneialfnudy 1
Fla msazmmzﬁ'mjﬂﬁ’mé’qmm%'auh water bath auasasangld naumsladnu

Ionedau
1. mnadaudjisensiind dmien Formaldehyde-sulfuric acid®®

e 20 Hadnsy ldlureaaneass ey formaldehyde-sulfuric acid 1 J933n5 weh way
ludaanusauly water bath figaumgii 100 asnwaded wu 1 1 Funadfidetudenala

2. mInndaumialasinlaounsuzfiniiiu1e (Thin-Layer Chromatography, TLC)?
MSLATANAIDEN 1INIBENN 300 NAANH aLaEU) 5 Naaans anmee chloroform A48 10
7198505 I 2 A5Y NTBNUAzUaNU chloroform lUssmeurisludaaaiu
o %3 L 1 Aﬁ' v vV = an = =~ =~
hasanamadilaasaiaaie ethanol 1 1a8ans wazasazareanassIuinduwa Tuwenduwa
Tuasduny wazloadunnly ethanol ANNANAU 5 NFNSNADNAFANT UHNUANFITAZAIHAIDENUAE

snasuueazgiie vuwky TLC U3aines 10 lulesdns lealdluwisdniiigmeiedoud 2 szuu Usznau
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msaTaigniuazduduananyalinuauvavsiialud Hinduws aln F3Agans wozane

@8 n-heptane : chloroform : ethanol (50 : 50 : 10) 8¢ n-hexane : 2-propanol : ammonia solution
(60 40 : 5) udnhluasasaumeusaansnhlonn anueady 254 luwas wazldihevi acidified
iodoplatinate solution &ILNAILNUILAZMIANTUDIETNINTFIULAZHIDEN 1JUNNA retardation factor
(Rf) uazmulasanlounsuiitinzy

3. Msnadaumszaans) laaeanlnsnlams (UV Spectrophotometry)?
W3snTptendmfumaaauds TLC thansadaildazaass ethanol Uszanas 1 T0dans
wazahsazanaanasguiinduwa lu ethanol anundy 5 fadnsunaiiadans atdazUszana 10 lulasdns
usnidernlumsazas 0.1 M HCl uaz ethanol 10 §iaddns nspsansazasudniluiamsganduuesii
ANNENAFY 200-400 W luwes Widanasuiizaay u,azmsflﬂ'1ma@mﬂﬁuumﬁmmﬂnﬂgugqqﬂ
Tugn 0.2-1.0 Wisuifsudnuazanaduazamuemedugge ildnndaguazasinasgu ludh

ATAYUADZTUR

4. mMInadaumeaunalasaninnsi-uxasdalasuns (GC-MS) > 1

WisnGag e TumImadauds TLC thasanadlaasmade ethanol Uszanas 5 iaaans
wazasazaaaasgIuiindunwnly ethanol aNu@udy 1 Fadnuaaiiadans NI09MLULHUNTDIUUIN
0.45 lupsau ihludaemuanmeiimuue Wisuifieud retention time warguuy unasUnasumaiad
AuaTNasIUNINZLNY

5. mMnadaumsdunsisadinlasiams (IR Spectrometry)® '
= N ) ] = L v o L Ad' 9/4! ] v
wssNmIpENUEEIAUMINagaumy TLC ihasanadlazeagluamuuis wazasmnasgu
= = a a u LY . . % v a d YV .
Winduwndszana 5 J8dn3u wanuanaunu Potassium Bromide 851§ 1:10 Ieevials Fourier
2] { Ao A v .
Transform Infrared Spectrometer (FT-IR) #uiluiadasiiaMmaanuidneasuwaaftiuas (transmit-

tance) Tur19182081 400-4000 cm™ (WFaufisuanwUzBIFNATHABIMBENAUTSIAITIUHINTUNWN

WNe

1. anuUeABEN
Wananuvuddusau munikidyanvaliamne uazdiay 028 Bnduniediay 5 LUIUIIIURI
wanadnladuas-azgfien wiesr 10 e VUKL Erimin 5° (i 2)

my XPJPERSmm XPEwNE

Gy 2B
N

=028 =028

[ g 0

a o Y ' P~ =
ND 2 BNHUHIDENYDINDTWWUBUNY
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Identification of a Newfound Sedative Drug of Abuse: Phenazepam Napapha Sirisupakritkul et al.

2. Mmanadaulfnseniaied mraie) formaldehyde-sulfuric acid
magneWndunnlvamseraels ddu Nenadaunieie) formaldehyde-sulfuric acid

] = L = = ﬂ'
BUREINUATIOITIUNNBUNN (DIWD 3)

MW 3 FraemedNuazasNasgIulnduny Wanedauaie formaldehyde-sulfuric acid

3. MInadauMmaeiialasanlawnsyaiaiiue (TLC)
shathaenTiundunasumisazfndihahmatiiaasinaausethenmiu Acidified iodoplatinate

solution WuLAEINUA TINAIFIUN NG LN (M 4) Toedl Rf whiy 0.44 uaz 0.71 °lu’s'gmﬂm§'auﬁ (A)

n-heptane : chloroform : ethanol (50:50:10) w8z (B) n-hexane: 2-propanol : ammonia solution

(60:40:5) MUAAU

;;EEE iggé
il bl
ERRTURE £ E g § & 3
- =
- -
- -
- -~
-
e e Eaeee e
A B

mud 4 TaslulaunsawasiamalSauiisunussmnespuiindunaluingnduduns (A) n-heptane : chloroform
: ethanol (50: 50 10) (B) n-hexane : 2-propanol : ammonia solution (60 : 40 : 5) a52AdaUMENNNWY acidified

iodoplatinate solution
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4. mInagaumedans) hlawwasnlnsiilaums (UV Spectrophotometry)
o ' o o v o aa o P o
fmatheenilinguwnliannasunienuenadugege 323 nluwnsly ethanol wazianueninay
guga 243, 287 uar 370 Wluwes Tu 0.1 M HCl wiw@ennuasanasgiu (mwi 5)

SAMLE ERIMIN & STD.PHENAZEPAM

ang

O W00

IN ETHANOL . 012000 IN 0.1 M HCI

™o
:Hl HAZTIFAN
SAMPLE ERIMIN &

80000 - :
w0 bl W00 oo 0000 2000 290 00 300 00

£y

350 00 400 00

il 5 dulnesureasieialSauisuiuasinaspuiindunaly Ethanol waz 0.1 M HCI

5. MInadaumaunalasanlnnii-uxdsdnlasuns (GC-MS)

aeeenWinBunalinaniia retention time 9 15.6 W wazunaaUnasun 321, 350, 177, 75,
103 m/z WULAEINUSITNNIFIU (AW 6)

Bl T 37 ivaimiien Dt s i !-_:‘.“' -
e !
. [
L
ran b e
1 rooose
v
o Sample Erimin 5
- Std.Phenazepam '
= ao0mn
oo AN
preven L]
oo 000
Teet  Wm Am wW M@ um um e ALl nm  ne Hm Tt i -li- - lll. i -l;'l- - W‘& l;l_l_l-l; ‘ ALL ' we Nlﬂ ' nw o HIW
o -.::;;: fcan HEI (18606 mes h,h—;';‘r"lmdmm
00 L] oy
L) e i)
1] w0
o i
w v -
0
b e
Sl
o 060
o0 111 - B 1
1] Ll — 4 o8
0
mi mo |
o0 |
e, ] O | o | | |
om’h. Ll L | 1 A | | (a1
: e [ L e T e e o e q Al ARt g Rod B 1d ik Rx AN R mre % - )
WD A0 0100120 140 160 10 00 210 240 260 200 MO X0 20 X0 00 0 0 40 40 40 S0 K s 0SS e ooy e s e g i e g P P I T

7NN 6 GC chromatogram waz Mass spectrum 2a4@aeNt3auiaunuasasgIuinzduns
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Identification of a Newfound Sedative Drug of Abuse: Phenazepam Napapha Sirisupakritkul et al.

6. mInndaumzdunsusaailnlasiuni (IR Spectrometry)
o o v v o 4 I
madenlndunulvanasuiiteuadu 3208, 3109, 2954, 1680, 1479, 748 cm' HULAEN

AUFIININIFIY (MWH 7)

I_ 5506 _Stenderd Phenezepem

000 000 2000 1000 am
‘Wavenumber [cm-1)

[————— 560B08_SemplvEr min5 |

MWN 7 IR-spectrum 2a4eIBENUAZE TN TFIUAINZ LN

a 4
AU

Erimin 5° {lufianmsar Fainiidrmadade luwmduny (Nimetazepam) Wuaslunga
wilzlaasdtud uasfumitldmensuwndiamslulssmadiuldanamsiandng lulszmalneda
TuwenBuniiheingoangndlutsziam 209 uasalifimsldnilumsmsunnd wumsihlldlumaiiioann
Tudszinenadauazmalauaslszinelng

Nnamiensimadiuasnanilasuamalinulummduwy wiwuinduwadaanaindu
msasanuinguwaeSusnludszmealng wesdhuimshindunasnadaduen Erimin 5® sadlavanides
Fanguane lasnnluwmunadimsmuauiidunent

NNMINaFaUfBtnUnBurmeuanuardysnvalifinemilauen Erimin 5 fiflluwenduns
lududsznau  mamsmagauUiisenmsiiadeeinemageu formaldehyde-sulfuric acid ladan 4
mamhastlusslunguuilsleasdiud iasnnamsnguiuilrlaasdludaslvdduiuhsmasauiisums
HinFunawasluwmdunn Wanasauiiadnaslasinlounsuziiainun ARigmewndaud 2 ssuu
wuhdegniim Rf Linsedumsnaspuluwamduny Tose RE fo sandiuasszazmeiiansiadoui
dassazmeiidiazmaiadeud iucasiidmiumsudazsiialuaazmmasaudendy msaglihms
anaspuwazdathaiunmsiiadaiy azdesfithuniuezmsfediduientuluigmandauiing 2 ssuu
manasaudamaindannhlawaanlnslilownd dmesdlvmunesuiifidnvusuazanuenaduge
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Identification of a Newfound Sedative
Drug of Abuse in Thailand:

Phenazepam in Seized Material

Napapha Sirisupakritkul Chompoonut Nutsathapana
and Bongkot Phanburananont
Bureau of Drug and Narcotic, Department of Medical Sciences, Tiwanond Road, Nonthaburi

11000, Thailand.

ABSTRACT Department of Medical Sciences (DMSc) provides analytical testing to support law
enforcement and conducts surveillance for drug abuse in Thailand. According to our analytical database,
majority of drugs of abuse are benzodiazepines. In 2013, DMSc received seized material of light-orange,
flat and round tablets, imprinted with “Erimin 5”. Erimin 5 is a brand name of benzodiazepine drug
generally containing nimetazepam. The analytical testing of the seized tablets found no nimetazepam
but further laboratory investigations revealed that the tablets contained phenazepam. The detection of
phenazepam this time could be considered as a newfound drug of abuse in Thailand. Phenazepam is a
potent and long acting benzodiazepine. It can be purchased on the internet and became drug misuse in
Europe and USA. Many deaths caused by phenazepam have been reported. Phenazepam has not been
scheduled as a controlled substance in the United Nation Convention Psychotropic Substances, nor
in several countries including Thailand. It was suspected that phenazepam was used to replace
nimetazepam in Erimin 5 tablets in order to avoid law enforcement. The purpose of this research is to
present stepwise analytical techniques that lead to the identification of phenazepam in seized material.
DMSc informed about this newfound sedative drug of abuse to the relevant authorities for further
appropriate action. Consequently, the National Psychotropic Substance Control Committee had declared
phenazepam as a Category I Controlled Psychotropic Substance according to the Thailand Psychotropic
Substances Act B.E. 2518.

Key words: Phenazepam, Erimin 5, Drug of Abuse, Thailand, Psychotropic substances
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